
Otterburn Parish Council – Parish Clerk’s Report 
(8 September, 2021 – 29 September, 2021)

5a: Ray Wind update: There is a reminder that the CIC is open for new grant applications from charitable as 
well as local business concerns. Anyone wishing to apply for a grant should contact the CIC Administrator, Jo 
Willis, on either admin@raywinfund.co.uk  or 07762 179579 for details.

5b: Road safety in the Parish:  You will be asked to consider the proposals from NCC for the traffic calming 
and pavement safety options previously shared with you. 

You will also be asked to consider how to attract volunteers for the Police Community Speed Watch to assist 
with the speed control through the village. 

I should have a fifth month of data from the speed camera and will share this with you. You will be asked to 
consider what further action is required. Meantime I understand the broken device has been replaced and a 
replacement should be received very soon.  

5c: Revitalising Redesdale update: There is to be a legacy workshop to plan post Revitalising Redesdale 
when the overall project completes at the end of 2022, on 3 November and people wishing to attend to contact 
initially the Parish Clerk. Meantime anyone who has historic images / photographs of Redesdale that may be 
used on the interpretive installations across the area should send copies to Katie Bridger at 
katie.bridger@naturalengland.org.uk I hope to be able to provide an update on the Percy’s Cross development 
work at the meeting.

5d: Solar light near Redewater View houses: I am advised by Richard McKenzie (NCC) that the design and 
utility search is underway for the solar light and will advise the implementation date when known. At that point 
the lantern for the light will need to be order from the company you previous agreed.   

5e: Maintenance of the public toilets in Otterburn: I have sent a further email to Greg Gavin (NCC) seeking 
an update on the progress for refurbishment of the public toilets and will update at the meeting.   

5f:.Fibre broadband in Otterburn: With the recent changes to the Gigavoucher system by the Government 
and no clear replacement process as yet set out Gill Cowell (iNorthumberland) has suggested we postpone her 
visit until later in the year. It has been agreed she will attend the December meeting to provide an update and 
share the possible options for Otterburn. 

5g:.Maintenance of the hedges either side of footpath connecting Willow Green and Children’s Play 
Area: You agreed to the quote received from Michael Reed however before he had the opportunity to carry out 
the work the hedges have been cut by someone without my knowledge.

5h:.Future use and plans for the Millennium Green: Following agreement at the previous meeting I have 
ordered 30 tree saplings for delivery in March from Woodland Trust. You will be asked to consider what further 
action should be taken.

5i:.Local Transport Programme (LTP) 2022/23: It was agreed at the last meeting that safety measures should
be added to the bridge near Otterburn Mill in this LTP. You will be asked to consider if there are any further 
matters to cover given the criteria previously shared and whether to continue to support previous requests – 
safety measures on the road beyond the Willow Green junction alongside the RTC and 20mph speed 
restrictions within Brierley Gardens and Willow Green.

5j: Local Otterburn directory map: Cllr Cook and I will provide an update and options for your consideration.

5k:.Flower boxes and hanging baskets: Whilst it was agreed to order two further flower boxes you will be 
asked to consider whether any, and if so how many and where to locate them, hanging baskets should be 
ordered. Additionally you will be asked to consider how these will be maintained.

5l:.Resurfacing of pavement alongside Castle Hotel: I am pleased to confirm this matter has been completed

5m:.Complaints about the noise from local wedding venues: I have received mixed responses from 
contacts with the wedding venues and there have been further complaints from residents.  You will be asked 
what, if any, further action should be taken. 

6d: Payment of invoice to Glasdon Ltd for replacement bin lock: You will be asked to agree the payment of 
£42.08 + VAT for the replacement lock of the litter bin near the public toilets.

6e:.Payment of invoice to J. Hartshorne for Play Area work and other: You will be asked to confirm the 
payment for a variety of work around the village including the play area and the litter bin. 

7a: 21/01851/FUL: To construct a gazebo on the front lawned area of the castle building: Otterburn 
Castle Country Hotel, Otterburn, NE19 1NS: You have already reviewed this application and a response, 
supporting the proposal has been sent to NCC. 
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8a: Proposals for Annex at Otterburn Hall Estate and other activity: I have shared the details of the 
proposals by the potential buyer of the Annex and you will be asked to comment and feedback. Additionally the 
NCC Enforcement Officer has been in touch regarding possible ‘land grab’ in a section of the Annex land and I 
will update when I hear more. 

8b: Light pollution at Otterburn Primary School: There has been an issue of the external lighting including 
security lights at the school following recent work there. NCC is presently working to correct angles and timings 
for lights and I will update at the meeting.

8c: Autumn litter pick: You will be asked to consider the proposal of a second litter pick across ‘hotspots’ 
within the village and a date to hold it if to go ahead. 

Clerks Report 1021


